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SERMON 


PREACHED 
At the Funeral of Mr. F. M. 


P SAL. 33. 37- 
Mark the perfe# Man, and behold 
the upright, for the End of that 
Man is Peace. 
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ZZ4His whole Pſalm was 
deſigned, faies the 
S "Y Tranſlation, 
for the reſolving of 
| that Queſtion, which 
wa, often troubled good men, and 
"Y ſomtimes David himſelf, as he 
p cons. 
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confefſeth , Pſal. 73 3, &c, 
- 


things go which way they will. 
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c Why 
God, the Almighty and moſt Juſt 
God, doth not feedily in this Life, 
take Vengeance of ungodly and wick- 
ed men. - Whereas, on the other 
hand, itis often-times ſeen, that good 
men are prniſht, and chaſtend, and 
plagued, as David complain'd that him- 
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ſelf was, Pſal. 73. 14+. And his fon 


Solomon oblerved it in his time, Eccl. 


'S. I4.. T ber e be Fuſs men (laith he ) 
%o whom is happens according to the work 


of the Wicked. Again, .T here be 
Wicked men, to whom it happens accor- 
ding to the work of the Righteous, this 
#r Vanity.laith the Epicurean, whom $0- 


Tomon there perſonates; 'tis Vanity to 


make any diſtin&ion,or to trouble ones 


head with it,or to doany thing elfe,than 


to eat and drink and be merry, and {ct 


But 


- But ſaies Solomon of himſelf in the. 
haſt verſe of the chapter, I bebeld the 
work of God init, who orders things 
as he pleaſes; and what he doth we 
ought to ſubmit to it, and why he 
doth it, is paſt our finding out. | 

Nordoth David pretend to lay,why 
God doth thus or thus ; we ſhall know 
that moſt diſtinaly and particularly 
hereafter. *Tis at prefent ſufficient £0 
know, that He doth it, who is a God 
of Infinite, LInſpeakable, Incompre- 
henfible Wiſdom, who is moſt - Juſf 
in thoſe things where He ſeems moſt 
Remiſs ; Who is moſt Merciful, & 
ven-then when He ſeems moſt. Severe, 
and moſt /Rigorous; V ho, as: Sf. 
Aftin laies, is 1o Good,that He would 
not; ſuffer, any evil to be, done, but 


_ Vidt hevis alfoifo Vile, that he adn 


tarn that evil-to aigreater Good... It 
SLOW, B 2 any 
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any man be unſatisfied with this rea- 
fon of Gods doings, it is becauſe he 
himſelt 1s hey 4 as David 
confeſſeth he had been when time was, 
Pſal. 73.22. So Fooliſh was T and Ig- 
 norant, I was as a Beaſt before thee. 
'Tis unreaſonable to expeR that every 
thing muſt be fer right within a few 
ears, or elſe to conclude it will never 
by _ Our few years are but as a Mo- 
ment before God. To Hima Thou- 
ſand years are but as one day; Yea, 
they are as nothing in reſpe& of Eter- 
nity. We ſhall be wiſer if we goin- 
to the SanQuary of God, that is, if 
we conſult with Divine Revelation ; 
Then we ſhall know what the End of 
every thing is, and it is a wiſe mans 
Rule, not to judge: of any thing till 
the End, He that judgeth by a part 
of any thing, ſhall often ſee himſelf 
| C1 con- 
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confuted by the End of it. 

Therefore David ſo much inſiſts 
upon this, as if he had expreſly ſaid 5 
Tell not me ofany ones beginning, Tell 
not me how hethrives and proſpers in 
the World, or what Croſles he khathin 
the courſe of this Life. There is no 
judging of a tree but by his Fruit, nor 
of a Ship till you ſee it in the Haven, 
nor of aman till you haveſeen his End. 
Mark the perfef# man, and bebold the 
upright, for the End of that manis peace: 
But the tranſereſſors ſhall be deitroyed 
together, the End of the wicked ſhall be 
cut off. Half this will ſerve me at this 
time, for my buſineſs is only with the 
perfe& and upright man. 

I ſhallſhew you whohe is, and how 
we are to obſerve him, and what we 
ſhall find by him; all thisin the words 
of my Text: 
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Foft WP is that David { peaks of, 
The Perfett and the Upright Mes? 

: T'ſhal{ ipeak of theſe words ſeverally,; 
& then bring them together; for they 
fipnifie one and the ſame thing ; They 
are the deſcription of a faichfl er 
vant of God. ; 
He isexpreſt by two names, toan- 
{wer thoſe two words,Obſerve and Be - 
hold, which as Kanchi concaves, are 
tobe taken Diſtributively. As if Da- 
Uid had faid, Mark every individual 
ſervant of God: + 

Firſt Obſerve one, Then look up: 
on another, and fo throughout the 
whole tumber ; you thall find that 


their End is happy. | 
 Thereisnot one of them, bat what- 
Alon his Life was; he is happy -in his 


PPY 
Death,-iT be:Pnd of tharman irpeate:| 
_ Its the opinion of others, :thar, by 
WILL £ 0 thus 
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| thus Doubling his words, David meant 
> we ſhould Doable our care its the obs 
ſervation. AS if he had faid, Mark 
the juſt man, and keepa good Eye up: 
on him; You may loſe himin aclud 
of afflition; and then you may con- 
clade, that he is gone, That God hath 
caſt him out of his fight, and that-he 
will remember him no more; Bart it is 
no ſuch thing; If Fn keep your eye 
upon him, Ifyou follow him home to 
the mark, you ſhall ſurely find, and 
you cannot but obſerve, that #he End 
of that man is peace. | 15 
The End, may figntfie the laſt part- 
of ones life, or it may fignifie another” 
life after death. Of one, or both 
theſe it is promiſed, that it ſhall be 
| Peace to the righteous ; =w not only 
Peace, but the perfe&ion of happineſs. 
This was promiſed to the righteous 
in: 
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God hath much more clearly revealed 
it, as St. Paul faith (2 Tim. 1. 10.) 
He hath brought Life and Immortality 
20 ligbt by the Goſpel. 

I having thus deſigned the Method 
of my diſcourſe, I ſhall now conſider 
10" Pp in it's order. 
| e are to ſpeak of the PerfeF and 
of the Upright man, by which words 
the Jews meant him that lived acording 
to their Law. Him they called =on 
that is, PerfeF, wanting ngthing to 
make him a holy or a righteous man. 


For 


$S 


Souls ; that is, making them like it, 
which lived according to the Rules 
of -it. 

And therefore,of thoſe Gems which 
the Prieſt wore in his Breaſt-plate, and 
were called Urim and T7 hummim; that 
is, Lights and Perfe&ions: As that 
which was called Urim, or Lights, was 
a pledge from God of his Illumination, 


for the reſolving of Queſtions concern- 


ing Civil Aﬀairs, while they were a 
Theocracy, under the government of 
God ; ſo the other Stone was called 
T hummim, that is, PerteQions, in token 
of his perfe&t Knowledge of the Law 
of God; which (as St. Paul ſaid long 
after that Token had ceaſt, but perhaps 
alluding io it, 2 1 am. 3; ver. alt.) was 
enough to make the man of God, PerfeF, 


throughly furniſht to every good work. 
C The 


For their Law was perfe&, converting - 
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The word Upright in my Text, is 
w Straight in the Hebrew. Now, that 
is Straight which is according to the 
Rule. So that the Law of God being 
conſidered as the Rule of our Life, he 
that Walks by this Rule, is called -w 
a ſtraight, or an upright man. Thus all 
Iſrael was called rw Det. 33. 5. and 
in other places ; to ſignifie not lo much 
what they were, as what they ſhould 
be; how they ozght to be Stratght, 
according to that Rule which God had 
oiven them. Thus Balaam ſpeaking by 
the Spirit of God, called that Na- 
tion 2 Numb.23.10. Infomuch that 
this Title in my T ext, is the very 
ſame in effe& that our Saviour gave to- 
Nathanael, John 1. 47. Behold (layes 
he) an Iſrachite indeed, in whom there 
x 10 gutle. 

Both theſe words, according to this 
__ 1nter- 
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interpretation , fignifie one and the 
ſame thing. He is a Perfe man, and 
he is an Opright man, that yields a 
hearty, conſtant, and uniform obedi- 
ence to all the known Commande- 
ments of God. Fear God, and keep 
his Commandements, lays Solomon; bs 
is wn 52 the whole Duty of Man, as it 
is in our tranſlation, Eccl.12.13. Nay, 
according to the Hebrew, it is the 
Whole Man; ſo the Septuagint ren- 
ders it, # 5 #27: ;3 ſo the Vulgar La- 
tine, this is Omnis homo. This is all 
that a man Is to any purpoſe; This 
is the ſubſtance and folidity, and life 
of him; This is it that makes him a 
Perfe& man in Holineſs here, and in 
Happineſs hereafter. 

This was plainly the ſenſe of theſe 
Hebrew words in my Fext: But how 
theſe words are to be Applied-to a 
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Chriſtian , I cannot eaſily ſhew you, 
without going higher, and ſpreading 
farther, through the whole uſe of the 
word Perfefion in Scripture. 

There is an Abſolute PerfeRion , 
which is onely the perfeQtion of God. 
There is PerteRion in ſuo Genere, which 
belongs to every one of his Creatures. 
Every creature is ſaid to have per- 
fetion of Parts, when it hath all 
things that are neceſſary and eflential 
to its kind. And yet that which is 
perfect as to its Parts, may be imper- 
fe&t in Degrees, in compariſon with 
others of the ſame kind. 

To Apply this to the Moral and 
Religious ſenſe. In this ſenſe, he is 
ſaid to be a Perfez# Man, that in all 
reſpets conforms himſelf to the Will 
of God. He is in all points ſach a 
Man as God made, and ſuch as God 


would have all Men to be. Thus 
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- Thus Adam: was Perfe&t before the 
Fall; He was then free from Sin; 
He was Pertealy ſuch as God made 
him. But having Contracted Sin. - 
upon himſelf, and his Poſterity, there 
was need of a ſecond Adam, to ob- 
tain Pardon for Sin ; and that Second 
Adam was our Lord Feſus Chrift. By 
Vertue of whoſe Death, which He 
was to Suffer, in the Fulnels of time, 
there was. prepared for us, even from 
the beginning of the World, a new 
Way to PerfeFion ; not by living 
without Sin , but by the Pardon of 
Sin to all them that conform them- 
ſelves not exactly, but ſincerely, and 
conſtantly, as far as they are able, to 


the Reveal'd will of God. 


But the Will of God was Re- 
veal'd by ſeveral Degrees, to them that 
lived in ſeveral Ages and Diſpenſati- 
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ons. And Perfe&ion was ſtill an Unt- 
form obedience to that Will of God 
that was known to them in their Age, 
and under their Diſpenſation. 

It was thus in the Patriarchical 
Church, for above T'wo Thouſand 
Years before the Law was. given. 
"They had then little elſe(that we know 
of ) beſides Oral Tradition. But what- 
 ſoever they had, they that lived accor- 
ding to it; they were ſaid to be Per- 
fe Men ; that is, they were ſuch as 
God required Men to be under that 
Diſpenfation. Thus it is faid of Noah, 
Gen. 6.9. that he was Perfe@ in his 
Generation : T hat is, he Obſerved both 
the Natural Law of God, and the Di- 
vine Inſtitutions that then were, 
though he had not all that was Known 
when the Books of Moſer were Writ- 
ten. He lived Carefully, according to 
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thoſe Rules of life in his Time;, and. A 
therefore is ſaid to haye been PerfeFf. b: 
in by Generation. 

When God afterwards made his ſpe- 
cial Covenant with Abrgham, and 


bound it upon him with the Seal of 


Circumcifion, He prefaced it thus, 


Gen. 1 


7. h 


I am the Almighty God, 


walk before me, and be thou Perfe@. 


From thence forward no man could 


be ſaid to be PerfeR, I ſay none that 


deſcended out of Abrahams Loins 
could be Perfet, without the Seal of 
Circumciſion. 

For the Fewes, when they had once 


received the Written Law of God; 


Then, (beſides their Obligation to the: 


Natural Religion, beſide thoſe Poſti- 
tive Laws to Adam, and to Noab, and 
to Abrabam; I ſay, beſides all theſe 
Obligations) it was required of them, 


that: 
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that they ſhould be Conformable to 
the Laws of Moſes. Dent. 18. 13. fayes 
Moſes, T hou ſhalt be Perfe& with the 
Lord thy God. "Tis =vN with a great 
Letter ; which the Fewes ſay, is an 
extraordinary thing, there were” but 
Ten ſuch before it in the Five Books 
of Moſes. 

Which implyed, that there was 
more required to Perfe#on in them, 
than in the Nations from whom they 
were Separated by that Law. 

But, What ſhall we fay to that 
place in Heb. 7. 19. That tbe Law 
made nothing Perfet ? 

It means, as I have ſhewed you, 
Perfe& without Sin, and this Per- 
fe&ion was never attained by the Law. 
It can be attain'd no otherwiſe by 
Fallen Man, but by Chriff, who is 
Reveal'd to us in the Goſpel . And for 
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us, to whom this Goſpel is Reyeal'd, 
we are then ſaid to be perfe, if we 
live according to the Will of God, 
which is reveal'd to us in the Goſpel. 
T hat is in plain termes, if we are 
good Chriſtians, ſuch as live accor- 
ding to our Profeſſion- 

So 1 beopbylaft obſerves, that Per- 
fection in the Goſpel-ſenſe, is no o- 
ther than Chriſtianity it ſelf. And 
Fuftin Martyr interprets ru» »wiss to 
be a Chriſtian; that is, to conform 
our ſelves to the Goſpel. W hich is 
that acceptable, and that perfect Will 
of God, Rom. 12.2. Which is called 
that perfect law of liberty, James 1. 25. 
Which is able to make us perfect unto 
every good work , Heb. 13. 21. 

Under each of theſe Diſpenſations, 
there have been ſome that have been 
more Perfe& than others. And thoſe 
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which have been perfe& in the main, 
Thoſe which had enough to bring them 
to Heaven, yetare faidto be ImperfeR 
in reſpect of ſome Others that have Ex- 
celled them in the knowledge of God, 
and in the practice of Religion & V er- 
tue. This particularly appears in ſome 
inſtances of the Goſpel, where compari- 
{on is made between the 7-44 and the 
wan, between thole that were new- 
ly Converted , and thoſe that were 
Adulc, well grounded and confirmed 
in Religion. The firſt in each of theſe 
kinds being in compariſon of the other 
as Children in Compariſon of Men : 
You know Children, which are per- 
fe& in their kind, having all things el- 
ſential to a Man, are yet Imperfe& in 
compariſon of them which are at mans 
eſtate. *T'is the Apoſtle to the He- 
brews that makes this compariſon - 
1H chap. 5: 
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chap. 5. 2. laſt verſes, and in chap. 6.1. 
Even fo, the Children of God are ſome 
much inferiour to others,jn that imper- 
fect perfeQtion of which we are capable 
here upon Earth. Bok 
And yet the higheſt Degree of 
which we are capable upon Earth, is 
Imperfe&ion in compariſon of the bleſ- 
ſed Saints in Heaven. There is noper- 
fe& Perfe&ion but in Heaven, What 
we have upon Earth,is but. a tendency 
towards it, It begins with a ſence of 
Imperfe&ion, It grows ſomthing with 
an endeavour after PerfeQion,It grows 
up to an earneſt expectancy, which is 
the moſt that St. Paul himlelfdid pre- 
tend ; though he reckon'd himſelf a- 
mong the Perfef, as men are in this 
world; yet PerfeQion in this world 
muſt be with ſome allowance, as he 


' ſhews you in the 12th, verſe of the 3d. 
D2 chap- 
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chapter to the Philippians. Not as 
though I (ayes he) had already obtain- 
ed, or were already made PerfeF, but 
I follow after, &c. 

[f St, Paul were affraid to ſay he was 
Perfe&, who ſhall dare to ſay or think 
it of himſelf? fayesChryſoftom. W hich 
of us can be Perfe& as St. Paul was? 
ſayes St. Auſtin. Yet he fayes, Bre- 
thren, I do not think my {elf to be al- 
ready Pertet; Only, I would beſo, 
I do what I can that I may beſo; Ifol- 
lowafter, in hope that I may overtake 
it, That I may attain to it, That 1I 
may be Perfe& at laſt, which cannot 
be here, butin Heaven. It cannot be 
in this life, ſayes the Apoſtle; For 

| herewe know but in Part, 1 Cor. 13, 9. 
and verſe10. When that which is Per- 
feft is come, then that Which is in Part 
fhall be done away. 

Here 
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Here we are perfe& in Chrift, ſayes 
the Apoſtle, Col. 1. 28. We are ſo in 
the imputation of his Righteouſneſs, 
and in Gods Gracious Acceptation: 
through him. Bur in our ſelves we 
are not Perfe, but Perfecting ; 2 Cor. 
7.1. Perfecting holineſs in the fear of 
God; Cleanſing our ſelves from all filtht- 
neſs of Fleſh and Spirit ; Striving a- 
oainſt every luſt, and being careful not 
to come under the Dominion of any.; 
W arring againſt the Devil, the world, 
and the Fleſh; Applying our ſelves to 
every duty of Religion and Vertue ; 
Working daily to repair the decaies of 
the Divine Image, and to make up in 
our ſelves the Lineaments and Reſem- 
blances of God. T his is called the Per- 
fecting of the Saints, Eph. 4.12, Yet 
we are but ws; When we come 
where the Original is, W hen we know 
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as we are known, when we ſee as we 

are ſeen, T hen we ſhall be +:944«ww, made 
Perfe&, Heb. 12. 23 Happy they, 
who are thus imperfealy perfe&t upon 
Earth, For, they ſhall be made perfe&ly 
Perfe& in Heaven. 

T heir End ſhall be Peace, ſayes the 
Pſalmiſt. Their End here is in the 
Hebrew re». which ſignifies properly 
ſornthing to come After ; whether in 
this life or in the future, That is al- 
wayes to be underſtood by the con- 
nexion. Gen. 49. 1. Jacob tels his Sons 
what ſhall happen =w rmxa zn the Laſt 
part of the age of that Nation; t here 
it ſignifies plainly the laſt part of this 
life, * It elfewhere plainly fignifies the 
eſtate of the future life. Namb. 22. 10. 
There ſays Balazam ew mo wi nan Let 
my ſoul go out of this world as the Righ- 
teons doth, wo mma and let my latter 

end 
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end be like his. 1 ſhould rather inter- 
pret it thus; What is to come after 
death, may it be with me as it ts with 
him. This ſeems to me the moſt lite- 
ral interpretation. And yet with a 
Jew. l ſhould not contend about it. 
For, though the Fews ſay they had no 
promiſes in their Law which were ex- 
preſly of the things of a future life ; Yet 
they freely acknowledg, that even the 
promiſes of this life were to be under- 
ſtood as T ypesand Shadows of the fu- 
ture. In thepromile they ſay there is 
153 and 1121; a plain ſence belonging to 
things of "This life, and a Myſtical 
ſence for the things of a Future life. 
To judge how this is to be applyed to: 
thepromilein my Text, we mult firſt 
confider the thing that is here promuſed, 
"Tis > which ſignifies, both: per- 
fecion and peace, and eycry thing that 


LES 


A 292 Ee np es Gs bo 7 RR DET hats ak on bet bee EPO 
= 7 y Lg : ; - ; 2 > x - \_, 4 EI "gh a hes, "Iu . "4 y 
L 3's C : 5 - es 5 
| ; 4 x 74 | ; 
; of Py ; 
=  * * G22 
A F b 


x *« Is Oy" Ba "7 " . G-; . OI o , oi bi 
3 <3. VF trad It nt hs «SELL Redo 5 CALLE WT EIS + "5 ARS 4 OG C 3 Seas 3 £348. , .- 2,7" > > Hp \ 
STEELS F320; FEB NL FOCAL SS CS Ts Td f LOLLI AREA Oe. a El *, Bo ARTE ae NEE rags + 
a \ Ga, 2s on 


_ the Old Teftament, they are mention- 


is good. Ir fignifies every thing that 
belongs to theperfeQion of ones being, 
every thing that belongs to his happi- 
neſs and well being. 
Among the Hebrews their Queſtj- 
on was, when they asked how one did; 
rn 75 all well? Their Bleſſing at 
meeting was, 1} = peace be to thee, 
Their Bleſſing at parting, aw» 77 go 
inpeace. There is nothing that can be 
wiſh'd one for his good, which is not 
comprehended mm the bleſſing of peace. 
- Thefirſt import of it is of corporeal 
things, becauſe thoſe are firſt conſider- 
edin all Languages. 
 Trueit is, that God hath promi- 
ſed his Children the enjoyment of all 
temporal bleſſings that are ſutable to 
their condition. Theſe temporal bleſ- 
ſings are almoſt wholly inſiſted upon in 
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mentioned likewiſe in the New-Teſta- 
ment in many places; But ſtill with 
acondition, that is ſometimes expreſt, 
but always underſtood, for the Per- 
forming of theſe promiſes to us. "That 
is, God will give us theſe Temporal 
bleſſings, as far as they may conſiſt with 
our Spiritual welfare. And ifhegive 
not theſe Temporal things, he will cer- 
tainly make it up to us, in thoſe better 
things which are Spiritual and Eter- 
nal. 

Thus the Servant of God hath a 
Promile, that his days ſhall be long upon 
Earth, inthe Fourth Commandementr. 
That be ſhall die in Peace, that is, in 
his Bed; a quiet and natural death : 
T hat he ſhall ſee his Childrens Children, 
and peace pon Iſrael. T hele things 
and many more are comprehended in 


the bleſlng of Peace. And were 1o 
E Literally 


26 


Literally fulfilled to many ſervants of 
God in the Old Teſtament. 
. . David ſaw it plainly fulfilled, in 
the Examples of Foſeph, and Fob, 
which were Recorded in thoſe Scrip- 
tures that were.Extant in his age. And 
David himſelt was one more Example, 
according to the Literal ſenſe of this 
Promiſe. But it was not ſo with the 
Son of David, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
With reſpe& to whom, if for no 0- 
ther cauſe, we are obliged to lay hold 
on this promiſe in the Spiritual ſenſe. 
For we know that one may have 
the bleſſing of Peace, that wants ma- 
ny., or even all of theſe Temporal 
things; and.it ſhall be neyer the worſe 
for him.that they are wanting. Nay, 
if things ſeem quite Contrary to this 
Promiſe; yet God will not be worle 
than his word, -- 
It 
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It is the Lord that hath ſpoken it, 
andihe will make it good, to the Per- 
fe# and to the Upright, that the End 
of that man ſhall be Peace, | 

And now, ſuppoſe any thing to be- 
fal that can happen; we are armed a- 
oainſt all croſs accidents in the world. 
| Yecannot ſay nor ſuppoſe any thing 
too hard for Gods Power; and if it 
be in Gods power, he will ſurely make 
oood his Promile. 

W hat if one be ſnatch'r away in the 
prime of his years? what if he be cut 
off in the Field of Battel? what if he 
leaves a miſerable widow and children ? 
what if he leaves an Embroil'd eſtate 
behind him? what if he fees the 
Church of God tottering, and ready 
to fall after him? Yer; if this be no 
fault of his, if it be the will and plea- 
ſure of God, thus to deal with the Per- 
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28 "A Sermon Preached — 
_ Perfeft and Upright man to whom God 


made this promiſe in my Text; what- 
ſoever Circumſtances he dies in, it is 


certain, that the End of that Man is. 


Peace. 


There is one T ext that proves this, 
and there needs not a ſecond; *tis in 
2 Chron. 34. 28. where God promiſes 
Foſtab, Behold, I will gather thee to thy 
Fathers, and thou ſhalt be gathered to thy 
Grave in Peace. 

This God promiſed Foſeab, you ſee, 
not only in the General words of my 
Text, but allo in an Expreſs and 


Particular Revelation from Heayen. 


And yet will you ſee how God perfor- 
med with him ? It lies before you in 
the Hiftory of Foſzas; he Dyed in all 
tholeſad circumſtances that I mention- - 
ed. He was cropt off in the prime, 
and flower of his age; He dyed a 
bloody 
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bloody death in the field of Battel ; 
He left a defolate Widow, and poor 
Infants behind him; And a bleeding 
State, a :Tottering Church, a ruining 
Kingdom.; V hat can be ſaid more? 
Only this ; that if God laid true, Fo- 
frahb:dyed in Peace. 
But weareſure God is true. There- 
fore to die in peace, we are ſure, is 
ſomthing elſe than what the world 
would imagine. 

When God ayes, the End of that 
Man is Peace; he means not that he 
{hall die in his Bed, He means not that 
he ſhall dye in a good Old age, He 
means not that he ſhall have his W.ife 
and Children about him, He means 
not that he ſhall Jeave Szon in Peace, 
and Jeruſalem in Proftperity. He 
means none of thoſe things which be- 
long to this world; But God means, 


E 3 he 


he ſhall have that peace which the 
world cannot give. | 

It is ſo. For this world is only 
for Temporal things, but the peace of 
the Perfef and. Upright Man is Spirt- 
tual and Eternal. 

Firſt, there is a Spiritual Peace, 
that is made for him in this Life. 
W hereſoever there is Grace, there is 
Peace. - You know Grace and Peace 
oo together in the Goſpel. But the 
Perfe&t and Upright Man being in the 
covenant of grace, he is therefore in 
the covenant of Peace; ke is reconciled 
to God in the blood of Chriſt, which 
Is the only efteQual ſuthcient peace-of- 
tering of all them that are true and li- 
ving Members of his body the Church; 
Epb. 2.14; 15, 16, 18. 

Now this peace being Made for us, 
It is neceſſary we ſhould Plead it, that 
| we 
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we ſhould depend wholly upon it , 
that we ſhonld look on this, as our on- 
ly way to God , the only means of 
Pardon and Mercy, of grace and glo- 
ry. 
It is neceſſary withal, that we ſhould 
obſerve thoſe Terms that our Peace- 


Maker hath made for us. ' hat is, 


not only to believe in him, but to be- 


| lieve him; to keep his Commande- 


ments, to repent and be converted, that 
our Sins may be blotted out, when the 
times of refreſhing ſhall come from the 
preſence of the Lord. 

And he that doth thus, is ſure allo 
of another peace, in the Heavenly Fe- 
raſalem, which is the Eternal Viſion 
of peace. It is that reſt which was Typi- 
fied in the Earthly Canaan, and which 
1s the Subſtanceof all thoſe promiles of 
entring into Gods Reſt. 
That 
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That perfe Peace of the Perfe&# 
Man, W ho is able to exprels it, but 
he that hath already attained it? If 
the peace of God in this world paſles 
all underſtanding, How much more 
doth that peace of God in Heaven paſs 
all our expreſſion ? 

We cannot ſay what it is, but we 
can ſay what it isnot. And therefore 
do commonly exprels it by Negatives; 
by Abſtracting from all the Cares, and 
Sorrows, and :Fears, and T roubles, 
and Miſeries of this Life. We fay 
firſt, there is no Sin in Heaven ; and 
then to be ſure there is no Evil what- 
ſoever Thereis no ſorrow nor affliQti- 
on, I here isno fear nor danger, T here 
is no ſtrife nor diviſion, T here is no 
enmity nor Enemy. 

There is only God ; and whatlo- 
ever Is likz him in goodneſs and Cha- 


rity 


rity; in Joy, and Peace; in Holineſs, 
and all manner of PerfeQion. 
Which if any one deſires to know 
more diſtintly, let him firſt practiſe 
theſe things which he knows upon 
Earth; and let him have Patience, and 
Perſevere in well-doing; and when 
God ſees his time, he ſhall depart, in 
that Spiritual peace which I before 
deſcribed, into that Eternal Peace 
which is here promiſed, in theſe 


words, T he End of that man is Peace. 


I have done with my Text, beyond 
which I cannot pretend toRevelation, 
And therefore, in what followeth (as 
in all ſuch caſes) I defire not to impoſe 
upon your Faith ; But according to 
the meaſures of Diſcretion and Chari- 
ty, to ſay my thoughts upon long and 
intimate Knowledge of the Perſon 
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34 A Sermon Pzeached 


who hath been the ſad occafion of our 
meeting this day. I cannot but fay, 
that I have thought of him all this 
while, as being, according to the Lan- 
guage of my Text, to my thinking, 
a truly Perfe& and an Upright Man. 
He was eminently ſuch;for he was Per- 
fe in that Calling which of allother is. 
moſt apt to-ſhew mens ImperfeQtions.. 
It was alaying of Bas, that Magiſtra- 
cy thews what a man is, I thinknext 
to Magiſtracy, it ought to be ſaid of 

this Profeſſion, becauſe of the great op. 
portunities tht it gives men to be dil- 
honeſt, if they pleale. However I mzy 
be underſtood, Iam ſure I mean this 
no otherwiſe but to the honour of the 
profeſſion. The Law. is the-glory, 
and ſupport of any Nation; a good 
PraRirioner is an ornament to the 
Eaw ; and ſuch he was, I am ſure, if I 
knew 


2 ee 


; RI ch ns 07 OT SIS" CO SIE OE AN ON NO" 4 ToOng _ 
. : - KD, as, = Ip - * 4 
5 Fl : 4 4. py i bo op < nth , y = 4 "Os RE an * 
$4 ! PF þ \ Y; os "Ch W en 7 WO 
IS J * | + 27s 


knew any. Among the men of his 
rank, few more throughly underſtood 
it. None more punQually obſerved ir. 
None more heartily loved the known 
Laws of the Nation. 

And yet he loved not to ſet men at 
Law. He did not need it, much leſs 
did he affeR it. It was his way to com- 

ole ſuits, rather then to make them ; 
eſpecially if he ſaw they were Unjuſt or 
Unneceſſary: And I verily believe, 
in this kind he hath prevented more 
Suits than many an Honeſt man was 
ever retain'd in, | 

As he was not greedy to undertake, 
ſo he was molt diligent to give agood 
diſpatch. He uſed his Client, as if he 
had been his Guardian, contriving 
onely how to leave him as rich ia 
purſe, and as much at peace, as it was 


poſlible, 
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And yet this I have known of him, 
that he was not more frugal of his Cli- 
ents coſt, then he was Liberal of his 
own. All that God bleſt him with, was 
like a Stock put in his hands for Good 
Utes ; out of which he both gave and 
lent freely while he lived, and left the 
reſt to be diſtributed by his Will, Of 
which, ſome ſuppoſe will redound to 
the good of this Place. 

W hat have ſaidof him in reſpe& 
of his Calling, was only becauſe in 
that he was moſt known; It I ſhould 
ſpeak of him in other reſpe&ts, as a 
Vertuous man, as a Juſt dealer, as a 
Faithful Friend, as a Loyal Subyjet, 
as an Humble Devout Chriſtian, I 
am ſure there are thoſe preſent that 
could: T eſtifie all that I haveſaid. 

And after allthis, W hy may not I 
ſay my Text over his Corps ? Why 


may 
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' maynot 1 call him by theſegood Names 
init? Why may notI ſay, His End 
# Peace? Only becauſe I have not 
this from God. *Tis known to God 
alone, who is Perfe#, and who is Up- 
right, and whoſe Soul x in Peace. 

In the moſt known ſence of the 
words, I am ſure he was a Perfeft and 
Upright Man; if one may Judge by 
twenty Years trial: For ſo long 1 have 
known him, and in all that time I ne- 
ver knew him blemiſht ; I never heard 
from him an Obſcene of Indecent 
Word ; 1 never ſaw by him an Un- 
juſt or Uncharitable Adtion. 

Tf any have known worle then I have 
obſerved of him; I defire them to re- 
member, there 1s no perfeQion with- 
out ſome imperfe&ion in this W orld.. 
And TI am lure, he that knows more 
then I know, or can imagine, knows 
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/ muchleſs by him then all know of the 3} 
' yommon rate of Chriſtians, ' If ſach * 4? 
a one, as he was, ſhould miſcarry and *., 4? 
periſh ; God help us, in this Age How a8 
Few are they that ſhall be Saved? And X31 
if the Righteous ſcarcely be Saved, where _«? 
ſhall the Stuner and the Ungodly ap- © 
pear ? 
The Lord give us Grace to-avoid 
all evil Examples; and to give Ex- 
ample, or to follow it, in all things that 
are good: That coming to that Per- 


fetion which God hath required- in 
this life, we may attain to that 
Peace which he hath promiſed in the 
Life to Come. 


